250	SCANDINAVIAN    LITERATURE
(The Old Adam), and Det Ideak Hjem (The Ideal Home),
with its fantastic plea for a new society built up on
matriarchal principles. As a story, LJlle JLodhatte
(Utt/e Ked hiding Hood}^ the title of which is apt to
mislead, is, of all that Pontoppidan wrote in what
might be called his Lykke-Per period., likely to make the
deepest impression on the reader.
Lykke-Per is, no doubt, an intimately personal book,
how personal it would not be fair to Pontoppidan the
artist to attempt to gauge. But the Latinized name of
the hero. Per Sidenius, is significant; he, too, like
the author himself, is a pastor's son ; he, too, comes to
Copenhagen to become an engineer, and fails. Unlike
its predecessor, Lykke-Per plays largely in the Danish
capital, although Copenhagen is rather one-sidedly
represented by Jewish circles. Pontoppidan3 s realism
is extraordinary in its minute detail, and in its ruthless-
ness—that inevitable accompaniment of the art of
seeing tilings exactly as they are. The book is studded
with portraits of contemporaries : in Dr Nathan, for
instance, Georg Brandes is depicted with a vividness
which no mere description can convey; Enevoldsen
is the master-spirit of the previous generation, J, P.
Jacobsen; and Holger Drachmann, Pontoppidan* s
chief antagonist in the Danish literary world, is not
forgotten. Essentially true, too, is the picture of the
" Gjennembrud "—the " break-through "—in Danish
thought and literature in the eighties and nineties of
last century, and of that conflict—by no means
confined to Denmark—between industrialism and
science (of which Sidenius is the self-constituted
champion) on the one hand, and the ideal claims of
poetry on the other. But against this background a
tragic fate is unrolled. Lykke-Per is the book of a
man who is at war with life, but his is not one of those
great inspiring wars, that lift men to a higher plane;
it is a bitterly cynical war. Even Emanuel Hanstedt,
with all his quixotry, has more of the redeeming
qualities of the tragic hero than Per Sidenius. Sidenius

